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or chamber disposal trenches. Effluent will flow to the trenches by gravity, or may be pumped to 
the first distribution box of the trenches. 

"Supplemental treatment" means any approved on-site sewage system or component of an on
site sewage system, except a septic tank, dosing tank or pump tank, that performs additional 
wastewater treatment so that the effluent meets the following criteria prior to discharge of efflu
ent into the disposal field: 

CBOD5 Shall not exceed 25 MG/L- 30-day average* 
TSS Shall not exceed 30 MG/L- 30-day average* 
TN 37% Reduction - median** 
Fecal Coliform 4 log reduction - median ** 

Sources. 
* EPA secondary treatment guidelines for Class I effluent 
** Sand Filter Evaluation In A Northern Climate, Matthew m. Converse and 
James C. Converse 

"System" means an individual on-site sewage disposal facility, including replacement area, de
signed for the collection, treatment and disposal of sewage, or sewage storage only. The indi
vidual on-site sewage disposal facility shall serve only one source on the same lot or parcel, ex
cept for a primary and secondary dwelling which may share facilities on the same lot or parcel. 

"Variance" means the administrative process which allows deviation from the provision or re
quirement of the On-Site Sewage Manual for a specific case where strict interpretation and en
forcement of a standard may result in excessive hardship or deprivation of property privileges 
enjoyed by other property in the vicinity, but where the protection of the public health can still be 
maintained. 

"Vertical Separation" means the depth of effective soil that exists beneath the bottom of a sub
surface soil absorption system and some restrictive or limiting layer or feature such as a 
perched or seasonal water table, bedrock, hardpan, fractured or fissured rock, unacceptable 
fine textured soils, or excessively permeable material. 

8.24.040 Applicability. 

The requirements of this Article shall apply to all on-site sewage treatment, conveyance, and 
disposal systems in Placer County. For on-site systems approved under permit from the Divi
sion prior to the effective date of this Article, the conditions for system siting, design, construc
tion, operation, maintenance, and monitoring approved at that time shall apply unless an appli
cation is submitted which causes the review of the sewage disposal system. Applications that 
would cause a review include but are not limited to a land use project, construction permit, or 
modification permit. 

8.24.050 On-Site Sewage Manual. 

A. The Placer County On-Site Sewage Manual shall govern the siting, design, installation, 
components, operation, monitoring, and maintenance of on-site sewage systems in 
Placer County. Copies of the On-Site Sewage Manual will be maintained and made 
available to the public at the Division's main office and webpage. 

B. The Placer County On-Site Sewage Manual shall be adopted by resolution of the Placer 
County Board of Supervisors (Board). The Division, based on observed need or on rec-
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ommendation by the Wastewater Advisory Committee, may propose modifications of the 
Manual. When changes are proposed to the On-Site Sewage Manual, the changes shall 
be presented to the Board for adoption as an amending resolution. 

8.24.060 Site Evaluation Requirements. 

A. A site evaluation, meeting the requirements described in the On-Site Sewage Manual, 
shall be required on every existing or proposed lot or parcel prior to obtaining an on-site 
sewage system permit or any approval for the feasibility of on-site sewage system capa
bility. 

B. A site evaluation may be waived in certain circumstances, at the discretion of the Divi
sion, based upon a prior site evaluation, soils analysis, or Division staff's knowledge of 
the site; or if it is determined that the proposed work will not cause any increase in the 
potential generation of sewage, and where inspection by the Division verifies the project 
will not significantly impact initial or replacement area for the on-site sewage disposal 
system. 

C. The site evaluation shall be conducted by the applicant's consultant and coordinated 
with the Division so that Division personnel may be present for any facet of testing in the 
evaluation process. 

D. The Division may require that the site evaluation be conducted during high rainfall peri
ods of the year as described in the On-Site Sewage Manual, in order to determine the 
maximum fluctuation of depth to water below the surface of the ground, prior to approv
ing a site for feasibility or construction of an on-site system. 

E. The Division may require a new site evaluation or other soils testing if it determines that 
prior site evaluation approvals were based on testing and/or reporting that was incom
plete, insufficient, or incompatible with known information of a given area. 

8.24.070 Environmental Health Land Use Project. 

A. Prior to receiving approval, a land use project proposing to utilize onsite sewage dispos
al shall complete the Division's site evaluation process as described in this Article and 
the On-Site Sewage Manual in determining the suitability of on-site sewage disposal for 
all such projects. 

B. Soils testing that includes soil profile excavations and percolation rate determination for 
every proposed lot or parcel in any subdivision must be satisfactorily completed prior to 
approval of the land use project. 

C. No subdivision or parcel map shall be recorded or certificate of compliance issued un
less all proposed lots or parcels which rely on an individual sewage disposal system 
have an approved site evaluation report that verifies all of the following minimum site 
characteristics: 

1. Vertical separation of not less than 18 inches 
2. Slope no greater than 30% 
3. Percolation rate between 1. 0 and 120 minutes per inch 

D. No subdivision or parcel map shall be recorded or certificate of compliance issued un
less all proposed lots or parcels which rely on an individual sewage disposal system 
have an approved site evaluation report that specifies the required minimum useable 
sewage disposal area (MUSDA) in accordance with the area requirements shown in Ta-
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ble One. The entirety of the MUSDA shall be configured to allow installation of disposal 
trenches on contour and with a minimum length of fifty (50) feet. 

Table One. MUSDA Requirements 

! MUSDA 
(Square Feet) Percolation 

(Minutes/Inch) -----==-----::- ·.:::c--:-::----:c-·· =----,- --
Gravity Distribution Pressure Distribution 

1-5 Not Allowed as on Option 6,000 * --·· .. --+-- ---
6-20 9,000 6,000 

---'--- ----. ----·· ----

-!~~:~ - =i= ~~:~~~ -+~~~~_-18~~o0~o 
61-90 ~. 13,000 
~--·· --- -·----,' Not Allowed as on Option :---
91-120 : 15,000 

* Supplemental treatment IS requ1red by an alternat1ve system. 

E. Prior to any commercial project being given final Division approval, all on-site sewage 
treatment and disposal requirements must be satisfactorily completed and approved by 
the Division. 

F. No new lot or parcel shall be created where the parcel relies on an on-site sewage sys
tem which cannot be sited within the boundaries of the proposed lot or parcel. 

G. If there is an existing system to remain on a lot or parcel proposing a minor or major sub
division, or additional building site, the Division shall require an evaluation of the existing 
system, which shall include at a minimum: 

1) Review of a septic tank pumper's report that verifies: the septic tank has been 
pumped within three (3) years of the evaluation application date, the septic tank's 
minimum capacity, the physical condition of the components of the tank, and the in
tegrity of the tank; 

2) Field inspection by the Division to determine if the existing system appears to be 
functioning properly, without signs of imminent failure (e.g., surfacing sewage, rank 
vegetative growth, etc.), and meets current setback requirements; 

3) Verification of adequate replacement area available to accommodate a standard 
system or alternative system (one specifically approved for the creation of new lots 
and parcels); 

4) Reasonable verification that the system was installed under a valid permit; and 

5) Other site evaluation methods may be required at the discretion of the Division to 
completely evaluate the system. 

6) System as-built or complete system tracing, if needed to determine accurate loca-
tion of system. 

H. Minimum effective soil depth requirements for creation of parcels shall be based on ap
proved alternative supplemental system(s) with pressure distribution disposal trenches. Subsur
face drip disposal shall not be permitted for parcel creation. 

I. Variances to the On-Site Sewage Manual shall not be granted to allow the creation of 
lots, parcels or additional building sites. Applications requesting such a variance shall not be 
accepted by the Division. 
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J. This Article and/or the On-Site Sewage Manual shall not nullify or supersede any provi
sions for on-site sewage disposal in the County General Plan, any Community Plan, or any oth
er applicable plan of any agency or government having jurisdiction. Where there is a discrep
ancy between the Article and/or On-Site Sewage Manual and any applicable plan, statute, or 
ordinance, the stricter standard shall apply. 

8.24.080 Sewage System Requirements. 

A. General Requirements 

I. No person shall treat or dispose of sewage in any manner other than by an on
site sewage system approved by either the Division or the State of California Re
gional Water Quality Control Board having jurisdiction, a public sewer system or 
other method meeting the standards set forth in this Article or the On-Site Sew
age Manual. 

2. Standard on-site sewage systems approved after the effective date of this Article 
shall be sited and designed so as to have a minimum vertical separation of 48 
inches with a percolation rate between 6 minutes per inch and 60 minutes per 
inch. Systems that do not meet these criteria are identified and described in the 
On-Site Sewage Manual. 

3. Every permit issued after January 1, 2005 shall be subject to the Operation, 
Maintenance, and Monitoring Program as specified in the On-Site Sewage Man
ual. 

4. No person shall construct, operate or maintain an on-site sewage system that 
does not comply with the requirements of this Article, the conditions specified in 
the On-Site System Construction Permit, and the requirements outlined in the 
On-Site Sewage Manual. 

5. No person shall operate a failing on-site system. 

6. No person shall connect any structure to an existing on-site system where the to
tal projected sewage flow would be greater than the design flow specified in the 
original On-Site System Construction Permit or where, in the opinion of the Divi
sion, the connection of a new and/or replacement structure to an existing system 
would not meet the standards contained in this Article or the On-Site Sewage 
Manual, unless an Authorization Notice is obtained as set out in the On-Site 
Sewage Manual. 

7. No person shall discharge anything other than what is specifically defined as 
sewage, in this Article, into any On-Site Sewage System. 

8. No person shall operate a system constructed after the effective date of this Arti
cle without a Certificate of Satisfactory Completion. 

9. No person shall maintain or operate a system for which the Division has issued 
an order to abandon the system. 

I 0. An area approved by the Division for which the soil and site conditions are ac
ceptable for installation of an on-site sewage system shall be maintained for the 
purpose of system replacement. Except when otherwise authorized by the Divi
sion, it shall consist of one hundred percent of the needed area. 

II. The complete system shall be owned solely by the owner of the property which it 
serves. 
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12. Graywater disposal systems shall meet the same requirements as on-site sew
age systems. Graywater shall not be diverted from an on-site sewage system 
which utilizes supplemental treatment. 

B. Construction Inspection Requirements 

The applicant shall grant the Division access to the property for purposes of inspecting the sys
tem in accordance with the requirements of this Article, the On-Site Sewage Manual, and with 
any conditions specified on the construction permit. 

8.24.085 Permit Requirements. 

A. Permit Required: A sewage disposal system permit is required in order for any person 
to install, replace/repair, modify, expand, abandon/destroy, or change use of a system. A 
construction permit is not required for servicing or replacing an approved system's com
ponents with mechanical or electrical parts of the same type, size or capacity; pumping 
of septage; repair/replacing a distribution box; or repairing/replacing sewer pipe from the 
septic tank to the distribution box. The complete permit application, and accompanying 
required documentation as set forth in the On-site Sewage Manual; and appropriate fees 
are required at the time of application. 

B. Permit Conditions: The system must be installed, operated, maintained and monitored 
according to the requirements of the Placer County On-Site Sewage Ordinance and 
Manual, and permit conditions. Any permit conditions shall be binding upon the property 
owner and successive property owners for the life of the system. 

C. Proof of Valid Permit: A copy of the approved permit and plans must be at the job site 
once the work begins and until the final inspection and approval of the work. 

D. Expired Permit: The permit is valid for two (2) years from the date it is issued. It may be 
renewed under procedures described in the Onsite Sewage Manual. 

E. Permit Transfer: The permittee must make a written request for transfer of the permit to 
the new property owner. Expired permits are non-transferable. 

F. Permit Modification: If the applicant proposes a change which affects the system permit 
(e.g., adding bedrooms, new system location, etc.), an additional review fee and new 
permit conditions may be required. 

G. Renewable Operating Permit: When required under the Operation Maintenance and 
Monitoring Program as described in the Placer County On-Site Sewage Manual, the Di
vision shall require any person to obtain a Renewable Operating Permit. The require
ment to obtain and maintain a Renewable Operating Permit and comply with the condi
tions of the permit shall be binding upon the property owner and successive property 
owners for the life of the system. 

H. Permit Denial: The Division may deny any system construction permit application that 
fails to comply with the requirements of this Article or the On-Site Sewage Manual for 
primary or replacement system. 

I. Appeal: An applicant may appeal a decision on a permit application using the provisions 
set forth in 8.24.120. 

8.24.090. Wastewater Advisory Committee 

The Wastewater Advisory Committee (Committee)was established by the Board of Supervisors 
by resolution (Res. 2000-239). The Committee I advises the Director in the following matters: 

A. Development and maintenance of the On-Site Sewage Manual. 

B. Application of new on-site collection, treatment, conveyance, dispersal, and disposal 
technology. 
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C. Development and oversight system for introducing innovative on-site sewage technolo
gy. 

D. Development and oversight system for assuring that on-site sewage systems are appro
priately operated, maintained, and monitored. 

E. Future revisions to this Article and the On-Site Sewage Manual. 

F. Policies, practices, and procedures to improve protection of public health and delivery of 
customer service. 

G. Other on-site sewage disposal questions or issues as requested by the Director. 

8.24.100 Division Fees. 

The applicant shall pay fees for permits and services of the Division required by this Article as 
established by Placer County Code Article 2.116.1 00, and adopted by resolution, at the time of 
submission of permit application and in advance of the requested or required service. 

8.24.110 Enforcement and Penalties. 

A. Enforcement 

1. All violations of this Article and the On-Site Sewage Manual are determined to be 
unlawful and declared to be detrimental to the public health, safety and welfare, 
and are public nuisances. All conditions which render any building, structure, 
premises, land use or portion thereof to be used or maintained in violation of this 
Article shall be abated pursuant to provisions set out in Placer County Code Arti
cle 17.62 if provisions for their continuance made pursuant to this regulation are 
not satisfied. 

2. The Division may condemn, according to law, any residence or other establish
ment that is accumulating or disposing of sewage in a manner contrary to the re
quirements of this Article. 

3. In addition to the use of any other remedy, the Director may seek legal or equita
ble relief in Placer County Superior Court to enjoin any act or practice and to 
abate any conditions that constitute or will constitute a violation of this Article. 

4. No person shall obstruct, impede or interfere with the Division or any other Coun
ty employee, contractor or other authorized representative in the performance of 
code enforcement and nuisance abatement duties pursuant to this Article and the 
On-Site Sewage Manual. 

5. When it is necessary to make an inspection to enforce the provisions of this Arti
cle, or when a Division official has reasonable cause to believe that there exists 
in a building or upon a site a condition which is contrary to or in violation of the 
sections of this Article or the On-Site Sewage Manual, the official may enter the 
building or site at reasonable times to inspect or to perform duties imposed by 
this article, provided that if such building or site is occupied at the time of inspec
tion, proper credentials shall be presented to the occupant and entry shall be re
quested and granted. If such building or site is unoccupied, the Division official 
shall first make a reasonable effort to locate the owner or other person having 
charge or control of the building or site and shall request entry to the building or 
site. If entry is refused, the Division official shall have recourse to the remedies 
provided by law to secure entry/access. 
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B. Penalties 

1. 

2. 

8.24.120 

The Division may seek penalties as defined in the Placer County Zoning Ordi
nance Chapter 17, Article 17.62. 

The Director is authorized to issue citations to any person found in violation of 
this Article in accordance with Placer County Code, Chapter 1, Article 1.24 and 
Chapter 17, Article 17.62. 

Appeals. 

Any person who is individually affected in an adverse manner by an environmental health deci
sion made as to any standard contained in this Article or the On-Site Sewage Manual may ap
peal that decision to the Director after reasonable efforts have been made to resolve the issue 
through consultation with line staff and the section supervisor. The term "individually affected" 
means a person who has been denied a permit or adversely affected by or as a result of a 
health department determination, decision, or regulatory enforcement action; 

A. Submission of Appeal 

Appeals must be submitted in writing to the Division within fourteen (14) calendar 
days of the decision. The appeal shall be filed on forms provided by the Division. 
The appeal shall contain reasons and pertinent documentation as to why the ap
pellant believes the decision to be unwarranted. The required appeal filing fee 
shall also accompany the written appeal. 

B. Review Procedure 

1. The Director within thirty (30) calendar days of the date that a completed 
appeal application is received, shall schedule an appeal hearing. The Di
rector will make a determination consistent with legal mandates and pub
lic health principles. After completion of the hearing, the Director will pre
pare a written order granting or denying the appeal, and shall include in 
the order specific findings. 

2. The appeal hearing shall be de novo. Written notice of the time and place 
of the hearing shall be given at least fourteen (14) calendar days prior to 
the date of the hearing to each interested party. 

3. The Director, within thirty (30) calendar days of the date of completion of 
the appeal hearing, shall file the decision on the appeal. The Director 
may approve, conditionally approve or deny the appeal, or request addi
tional information prior to making a determination. All actions of the Di
rector shall be made in writing. 

4. Decisions of the Director shall be considered final and not subject to fur
ther administrative appeal. 

8.24.125 Variances. 
A. Criteria for approval. A variance from any provision of the On-Site Sewage Manual 
may be granted under the following conditions: 

1. there must be in each specific case, a special circumstance applicable to 
the property (e.g. location, soil characteristics) where practical difficulties, exces
sive hardship and denial of privileges of property enjoyed by other property own
ers in the vicinity would result from the strict interpretation and enforcement of 
any provision; 
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2. the hardship was not created intentionally by the action of the applicant; 
3. no reasonable alternative exists for the treatment of sewage; and 

(a) 4. the resulting discharge from the system as a result of the variance approv
al will not adversely affect the health of the public or the persons utilizing the 
subject property. 

B. Procedure 
1. An application for a variance shall be submitted to the Division on a form ap

proved by the Division. The application shall be completed in full, and be ac
companied by the appropriate filing fee and all exhibits required by the Divi
sion. A separate application shall be filed and a separate fee paid for each 
lot, parcel, or building site considered for a variance. 

2. The Division shall review the information contained in the application and de
termine whether the application is complete. 3. When required, written con
sent from adjoining property owners may be required to establish that the var
iance will not affect the use of such adjoining property and to deem the appli
cation complete. 

4. If the completed application does not request a variance to setback and 
would not result in an adverse public or environmental health effect to the 
subject property or adjoining properties, the Division may grant the variance 
subject to the provisions of section 8.24.125A, Criteria for ApprovaL If the 
application information indicates that granting of the requested variance may 
have an adverse environmental effect or may affect the use of the adjoining 
property, the following procedure shall apply: 

a. Within thirty (30) calendar days after acceptance of the variance application 
as complete, a public hearing shall be conducted regarding the requested 
variance. At least fourteen (14) calendar days prior to such hearing, notice by 
mail shall be given to owners of properties which are contiguous to the prop
erty for which the variance is requested. For the purposes of this notice, 
"owner" means the owner of record as shown on the latest equalized county 
assessment roiL 

b. For such hearing, the Director shall designate a Division representative to act 
as the Hearing Officer. After completion of the hearing, the Hearing Officer 
shall prepare a written order granting or denying the variance, and shall in
clude in such order specific findings as to whether the criteria established for 
the granting of a variance are satisfied. 

C. General conditions and provisions. 
1. Unless otherwise approved at the time of issuance, variances are nontransfer

able. 
2. Variances shall expire one (1) year after the date of approval unless a system 

construction permit (authorizing in whole or part, work approved by the vari
ance) has been issued by the Division within the one year time period. 
Should the construction permit expire, so shall the variance(s) associated 
with said permit 

3. A person dissatisfied with the variance decision may appeal the decision 
within fourteen (14) calendar days of the date the decision was rendered. 
Appeal application and procedures shall be in conformance with section 
8.24.120. 
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8.24.130 Severability. 

If any portion of this Article is held to be invalid for any reason, or unconstitutional by a decision 
of a court of competent jurisdiction, it shall not affect the remaining portions of this Article, in
cluding any other section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase therein, or the On-Site 

Sewage Manual supplementing those portions. Any invalid part of this Article shall be segre
gated from the remainder of the Article by the court holding such part invalid, and the remainder 
shall remain effective. 

SECTION 3: This ordinance shall take effect and be in full force thirty (30) days after the date 
of its passage. The Clerk is directed to publish this ordinance, or a summary thereof, within fif
teen (15) days in accordance with government code section 25124. 
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ATIACHMENT 2 

Before the Board of Supervisors 
County of Placer, State of California 

In the matter of: 

Submission of Local Agency Management Program Resolution No.: _____ _ 

The following Resolution was duly passed by the Board of Supervisors of the County of 

Placer at a regular meeting held _____________ , by the following 

vote on roll call: 

Ayes: 

Noes: 

Absent: 

Signed and approved by me after its passage. 

Chair, Board of Supervisors 

Attest: 

Clerk of said Board 

WHEREAS, the enactment of the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act in 1971 resulted 
in the formation of the California State Water Resources Control Board ("SWRCB") and 
nine Regional Water Quality Control Boards ("RWQCB"); and 

WHEREAS, under the California Water Code, the RWQCBs are vested with the authority to 
require individuals or entities to obtain Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) from the 
appropriate RWQCB if such individuals or entities intend to dispose of wastewater that 
has the potential to pollute waters of the state, both surface water and groundwater; and 

WHEREAS, WDRs are designed to ensure that that beneficial uses of waters of the state 
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are not impaired by wastewater discharges; and 

WHEREAS, the SWRCB has determined that subsurface discharge of effluent from onsite 
wastewater treatment systems ("OWTS") constitutes a discharge that can affect the 
quality of waters of the state and are therefore subject to compliance with WDRs; and 

WHEREAS, on June 19, 2012, pursuant AB 885, the State Water Resources Control Board 
(hereafter State Board) adopted Resolution No. 2012-0032, which in part approves the Water 
Quality Control Policy for Siting, Design, Operation, and Maintenance of Onsite Wastewater 
Treatment Systems ("the OWTS Policy"); and 

WHEREAS, the OWTS Policy establishes a statewide, risk-based approach for the 
regulation and management of OWTS installations and replacements and sets a level of 
system performance to ensure ground water and public health protection from OWTS; and 

WHEREAS, the OWTS Policy allows the local enforcement agencies (hereinafter referred to 
collectively as "Local Agencies") to continue to implement a local OWTS program, either under 
conservative, largely prescriptive low risk Tier 1 standards, or alternatively, largely 
performance-based Tier 2 standards in a "Local Agency Management Program" ("LAMP"); and 

WHEREAS, a local OWTS program under the Tier 1 standards would severely limit the ability 
of Placer County to issue permits for new and replacement OWTS in many areas of the county 
due to various site constraints and conditions, and alternate methods from Tier 1 standards 
are required; and 

WHEREAS, the OWTS Policy will allow the Placer County Environmental Health Division to 
propose standards for new and replacement OWTS as a Tier 2 LAMP to the Central Valley 
Regional Water Quality Control Board ("CVRWQB") for approval, to provide an alternate 
method from Tier 1 programs with a water quality assessment program to achieve the same 
overall level of protection of the water quality and public health and to continue the 
implementation of its current OWTS program that meets the Policy standards as described in 
the LAMP; and 

WHEREAS, without a local OWTS program the Environmental Health Division would no longer 
have the ability to consider technology as an alternative method in the issuance of permits for 
new and replacement OWTS resulting in limiting development of many parcels in the county 
that have site constraints and conditions that would not be conducive to a standard septic 
system design; and 

WHEREAS, in furtherance of the OWTS Policy, the Board of Supervisors on April 19, 2016 
adopted Ordinance No. 5819-B, which takes effect thirty (30) days from the date of adoption 
and which implements standards and requirements for Tier 2 LAMP and incorporates the same 
into Placer County Code Chapter 8, Article 8.24 entitled County Wastewater Regulations, and 

WHEREAS, in furtherance of the OWTS Policy, the Board of Supervisors on April 5, 2016 
adopted Resolution No. 2016-066, which adopts and implements an amended On-Site Sewage 
Manual for the County of Placer, and 

WHEREAS, the Placer County Environmental Health Division has prepared the Preliminary 
Completeness Checklist, attached hereto as "Exhibit A"; and 
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WHEREAS, the Placer County LAMP must be submitted for approval to the Central Valley 
Regional Water Quality Board ("CVRWQB") no later than May 13, 2016; and 

WHEREAS, if approved by the CVRWQB, the Board of Supervisors is committed to formally 
adopting and implementing those proposed additional revisions identified in "Exhibit B" no later 
than May 13, 2018. 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF PLACER: 

1. The Board approves of and authorizes the Environmental Health Division to 
submit the Placer County LAMP, which is comprised of those documents attached 
as Exhibits "A" and "B" to the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Board. 

2. The Board agrees to implement those additional items identified in Exhibit "B" 
once approval from the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Board is received. 

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

Exhibit "A": 
Exhibit "B": 

Preliminary Completeness Checklist 
Proposed Revisions to Chapter 8, Article 8.24 and the Amended On-Site 
Sewage Manual, dated March 2016 
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EXHIBIT A 

LAMP Development Checklist 

The LAMP program for OWTS must include adequate detail including technical information to support 

how all the criteria in their program work together to protect public health and water quality. 

General Requirements for LAMP 

Q3.3 {3.3.1, 3.3.2, 3.3.3}Describe in your plan how your existing program will provide annual reporting 

to the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board 

Q3.4 Describe in your plan how your existing program retains OWTS records 

Q3.5 Describe in your plan haw your existing program notifies public well and water intake owners 

and CDPH upon discovery of a failing OWTS 

Section 9.1 Protection of Water Quality 

Q. 9.1.1 Describe how your existing program addresses the degree of vulnerability to pollution due to 

hydrological conditions within your jurisdiction. 

Q 9.1.2 Describe in your plan how your existing program addresses any high quality waters or other 

environmental conditions that merit protection from the effects of OWTS. 

Q.9.1.3 Describe in your plan how your existing program addresses the presence of any shallow soils 

and how you address the installation of any dispersal systems that is closer to ground surface than is 

standard, including but not limited to requiring sewer, drip dispersal systems, other alternative 

systems, allowing engineered fill, or etc 

Q9.1.4 Describe how your existing program addresses any OWTS located in an area with high 

domestic well usage including but not limited to size of parcel and connection to a public water 

system. 

Q9.1.5 If applicable, describe how your existing program addresses any dispersal system that is 

located in an area with fractured bedrock. 

Q9.1.6 Describe how your existing program addresses dispersal systems located in areas with poorly 

drained soils. 

Q9.1.7 Describe how your existing program identifies and protects surface water from pollution from 

OWTS 

9Q9.1.8 Describe how your existing program will address pollution form OWTS where the surface 

water is listed as impaired for nitrogen or pathogens and listed in Attachment 2. 

Q9.1.9 Describe how your existing program addresses any OWTS located in an area of high OWTS 

density 
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Q9.1.10 Describe how your existing program addresses parcel size including any hydraulic mounding, 

organic or nitrogen loading, and whether there is sufficient expansion in case of failure. 

Q9.1.11 Describe in your plan how your existing program address any geographic areas that are 

known to have multiple, existing OWTS predating any adopted standards 

Q9.1.12 Describe in your plan how your existing program addresses geographical areas that are 

known to have multiple, existing OWTS that have setbacks listed in Section 7.5 of the Policy or 

setbacks established by your program 

Q9.2.1 Describe in your plan how your existing program addresses inspections, monitoring, 

maintenance, and repairs including your procedures to ensure that replacement or repairs of failing 

systems are done under permits from the local jurisdiction 

Q9.2.2 Describe any special provisions in your existing program that you use or plan to use within 

specified geographic areas near impaired water bodies in Attachment 2 including but not limited to 

consultation with Regional Board, supplemental treatment, special siting requirements, additional 

inspections and or monitoring. 

Q9.2.3 Describe in your plan how your existing program addresses variance from Subsection 9.4.1 

through 9.4.9 for new installation, repairs, and modifications of OWTS but meeting substantial 

conformation to this Subsection to the extent practicable 

Q9.2.4 Describe in your plan how your existing program addresses education, training, certification 

and for licensing requirements that are required of OWTS service providers, site evaluators, designers, 

installers, pumpers, maintenance contractors and any other person relating to OWTS 

9Q9.2.5 Describe in your plan how your existing program addresses education and outreach to inform 

OWTS owners about how to locate, operate and maintain their OWTS including but not limited to 

operation and maintenance documents from the system designer or installer, Regional Board orders, 

and/or Basin Plan prohibitions 

Q9.2.6 Describe in your plan how your existing program is assessing whether the current capacity is 

adequate for existing and anticipated septage volumes 

Q 9.2. 7 Describe in your plan if your existing program has given any consideration to on site 

maintenance districts or zones. 

Q9.2.8 Describe in your plan if your existing program is coordinating or has given any consideration to 

the development and implementation of or coordination with Regional Salt and Nutrient 

Management Plans 

Q9.2.9 Describe in your plan if your existing program has coordination or has given consideration to 

coordination with any watershed management groups. 
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9Q9.2.10 Describe in your plan how your existing program addresses evaluating the proximity of 

sewer systems to new or replacement OWTS installations. 

Q9.2.11 Describe in your plan how you will notify owners of public water systems prior to issuing an 

installation or repair permit for an OWTS, if the OWTS is within 1200 feet of an intake point for a 

surface water treatment plan for drinking water, is in a upstream drainage area catchment in which 

an intake point is located, or is in the horizontalsonitary setback from a public well. 

Q9.2.12 Describe your policies and procedures that will be followed when a OWTS dispersal area is 

within the horizontal sanitary setback of a public well or a surface water intake point. These policies 

and procedures shall either address siting and operation criteria or will indicate supplemental 

treatment as specified in Subsections10.9 and 10.10. 

Q9.2.13 If applicable, describe any plans for the phase out or discontinuance of cesspool usage. 

Q9.3.1 Describe in your plan your process for the maintenance of records of the number, location and 

description of permits issued for OWTS where a variance is granted. 

Q9.3.2 Describe in your plan your process for water quality assessment which may include but are not 

limited to random well testing, routine real estate transfer samples if performed and reported to the 

local agency, review of public water system sampling reports done by the local agency or another 

municipality, water quality testing reports done at the time of new well development if reported to 

the local agency, beach water quality testing data, water sampling done as part of a NPDES permit, 

data contained in the California Water Quality Assessment Database, ground water sampling 

performed as part of WDR, ground water data collected as part of the Groundwater Ambient 

Monitoring and Assessment Program that is available in Geotracker Database. 

Q9.3.2.1 Domestic well sampling. Apply your best professional judgement to ensure that well 

sampling focuses on hydrogeologically reasonable pollutant (primarily nitrate} flow paths. A qualified 

professional should generally design and appropriate directed, judgemental sample. At minimum we 

suggest reviews of available nitrate data in relevant domestic wells, upgradient, within and 

downgradient of an area of interest. 

Q9.3.2.2 Domestic well sampling, Routine Real Estate Transfer related. This applies only if those 

samples are routinely performed and reported. 

Q9.3.2.3 Water Quality of Public Water Systems. Reviews can be done by your agency or another 

municipality. 

Q9.3.2.4 Domestic Well Sampling, New Well Development. This applies if those data are reported. 

Q9.3.2.5 Beach Water Quality Sampling. Public beaches include those on freshwater. 

Q9.3.2.6 Receiving water sampling related to NPDES permits. This refers to existing data from other 

monitoring programs. 
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Q9.3.2.7 Data contained in California Water Quality Assessment Database. This refers to data from 

other monitoring programs. 

Q9.3.2.8 Groundwater Sampling related to Waste Discharge Requirements. This refers to data from 

other monitoring programs. 

Q9.3.2.9 Groundwater sampling related to GAMA program. This refers to existing data from other 

monitoring programs. 

Q9.3.3 Annual status of reports. Reports are due Feb 1, annually beginning one year after a Regional 

Board approves LAMP. 

Q9.4.1 Cesspools. Local agencies cannot authorize cesspools. 

Q9.4.2 Projected flow greater than 10,000 gallons per day. Apply professional judgement ta further 

limit flaws. 

Q9.4.3 Effluent discharge above past installation to ground surface. 

Q9.4.4 Installation an slopes greater than 30% 

Q9.4.5 Decreased leaching area far IAPMO certified dispersal system with multiplier less than 0. 7 

Q9.4.6 Supplemental treatment system requires monitoring ond maintenance 

Q9.4.7 Significant wastes from RV holding tanks 

Q9.4.8 Encroachment above groundwater. 

Q9.4.9 Describe in your plan how your existing program addresses the connection of parcels to public 

sewer if it is available within 200 feet 

Q9.4.10{10.1, 10.2, 10.3, 10.4, 10.5} Describe in your plan how your existing program addresses the 

setback requirements on an OWTS to a public water well. 

Q9.4.11 Describe in your plan how your existing program addresses replacement OWTS that do not 

meet minimum setback requirements. 

Q9.4.12 Describe in your plan how your existing program addresses new OWTS that do not meet 

minimum setback requirements. 

Q9.5 Describe in your pion how your existing program ensures that the combination of all proposed 

criteria will protect water quality and public health sufficiently to warrant the Central Valley Water 

Boards waiver of Waste Discharge Requirements. 

Q9.6 Describe how the past performance of the local program have been protective of groundwater. 
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EXHIBIT B 

Chapter 8, Article 8.24- County Wastewater Regulations 

The following new requirement will be enacted by subsequent ordinance ofthe Board of 
Supervisors when the LAMP is approved by the State Board. Deletions are shown in 
stril1etllrollgA and additions are shown in bold type. 

Chapter 8, Article 8.24, Section 8.24.070(C)(1) will be changed as follows: 

8.24.070 Environmental Health Land Use Project. 

A. Prior to receiving approval, a land use project proposing to utilize onsite sewage 
disposal shall complete the Division's site evaluation process as described in this Article 
and the On-Site Sewage Manual ·In determining the suitability of on-site sewage disposal 
for all such projects. 

B. Soils testing that include soil profile excavations and percolation rate determination for 
every proposed lot or parcel in any subdivision must be satisfactorily completed prior to 
approval of the land use project. 

C. No subdivision or parcel map shall be recorded or certificate of compliance issued 
unless all proposed lots or parcels which rely on an individual sewage disposal system 
have an approved site evaluation report that verifies all of the following minimum site 
characteristics: 

1. Vertical separation of not less than '1-8 24 inches 
2. Slope no greater than 30% 
3. Percolation rate between 1.0 and 120 minutes per inch 

On-Site Sewage Manual. Amended March 2016 

The following new requirements will be enacted by subsequent resolution of the Board of 
Supervisors to incorporate the following into the County's On-Site Sewage Manual when the 
LAMP is approved by the State Board. Deletions are shown in striketAFet~gA and additions are 
shown in bold type. 

Chapter 3, Section G. Introductory Paragraph: 

G. Soil Stability Report 
The Division may require a geo-technical report by an engineering geologist or geo-technical 
engineer where there are indications of soil instability. The Division shall require a 
geotechnical report by an engineering geologist or geotechnical engineer on slopes over 
30%. The report shall discuss soil stability within the proposed disposal area and 
replacement area of the system and on the soil's stability with respect to the building 
foundation, surrounding terrain and adjacent properties. The report shall include, at a 
minimum: 
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Chapter 15, Section B.2: 

B. Criteria for Approval 
An intermittent sand filter system shall meet the following requirements: 

I. Sand filter systems may be installed in Soil Groups B, C, D, and E (as identified 
in Chapter 3, Site Evaluation), or percolation rates of 1-240 minutes per inch for 
existing lots or parcels and 1-120 minutes per inch when creating lots or parcels. 

2. If using standard gravity trenches, the proposed disposal area and replacement 
area shall demonstrate a minimum of eigfiteen (18) inehes two (2) feet of 
effective soil depth beneath the trench bottom, if using pressure distribution or 
subsurface drip, the proposed disposal area and replacement area shall 
demonstrate a minimum of eigflteen (18) inches two (2) feet of effective soil 
depth beneath the disposal trench bottom or subsurface drip tubing. 

3. Unless otherwise approved, a sand filter system shall only be considered for use 
for a project which meets the definition of a residential project. A sand filter 
system utilizing a seepage pit disposal field shall be used only to serve a single
family residence. 

4. System monitoring and maintenance requirements in conformance with Chapter 
23, Operation, Maintenance and Monitoring. 

Chapter 21, Section A.!: 

A. General Statement 
I. Seepage pit systems are systems designed to be used in areas of Placer County, 

predominately the southwest and west, where subsoils are clay, clay pan, fragipan, hard pan 
and do not offer opportunities to install typical leach trench disposal type of systems. It is 
generally acknowledged that the use of these systems addresses only disposal requirements 
as opposed to treatment and disposal. 

Therefore, seepage pit systems shall utilize an approved supplemental treatment 
system. This requirement applies to all new seepage pit septic systems for existing 
parcels and parcel creation, as well as for replacement/repair or expansion of existing 
seepage pit systems. 

Chapter 21, Section D .I: 

D. Criteria for Design and Installation 
I. The se6jlage pit system shall meet fue minimum sefuaek reEJuirements as specified 

in Table 1 in Chapter 39. All new seepage pit septic systems for existing 
parcels and parcel creation, as well as for replacement/repair or expansion of 
existing seepage pit systems shall utilize an approved supplemental treatment 
system. 
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Chapter 21, Section D.l3 (New section): 

13. As described in Chapter 11, Alternative System Requirements, the 
consultant shall design and certify the system installation prior to the 
Division issuing a Certificate of Satisfactory Completion. 

From Disposal From Septic 

Distance Required From: 
Field Initial, Tank, Dosing/ From 

Replacement Pump Tank, Seepage Pit 
MUSDA Sand Filter 

Wells ~'150' 100' -1-W' 200' 
~ Public well 100' 50' 150' 
~ Private well 

100' 50' 150' 
~ Other wells, excluding monitoring wells 

Surface waters 1 
100' 50' 150' 

~ Reservoirs, lakes, or perennial streams 50' 50' 100' 
~ Springs or Ponds upgradient 100' 50' 100' 
~ Springs or Ponds downgradient 
~ Intermittent streams, drainage swales 2 50' 50' 50' 

Artificial drains--Vertical/Curtain drains 3 

~ Upgradient of system 15' 15' NA 
~ Downgradient of system 50' 125' NA 

Water canals • 
~ Flat area 50' 50' 100' 
Sloping area 
~ Upgradient of system Clear ROW ClearROW 5 100' 
~ Downgradient of system 100' 50' 100' 

Cuts manmade in excess of 2.5 feet (top of 
~X height" of the 14 X height "of the 
bank, to a maximum 20' bank, to a 

downslope cut) or escarpments 
pf 50'. maximum of 50'. 

Property lines 
~ Adjacent property with public water 10' 5' 10 
~ Adjacent property with private water 10' 7 or 50' 10' 10' 7 or 75' 

Foundation lines of any structure including garages, 
8' 5' 8 8' 

out-buildings,** paved areas 

Swimming pools 
~o· ~o· ~ In-ground 20' 

~ Above-ground 5' 5' 5' 
f'\11 Water lines 10'" 5'" 10' 
Easements •u Clear Clear Clear 
Septic tank, Dosing/pump tank ~· 8' 
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A. FOOTNOTES: 
*If a setback is not specified in this Table, the most recently Board of Supervisors adopted 
Uniform Plumbing Code setback will be applied. 
** Septic tank and dosing/pump tank shall be clear of a paved surface unless the tank is 
traffic-rated with traffic-rated risers. 
*** Unless a different setback is specified in the ordinance/manual, all septic system 
components shall be free of structure and in a location readily accessible for maintenance. 
1. Setbacks from streams and creeks shall be measured from bank drop-off or mean yearly 

high water mark. If within 1200'of intake point of public water system, then 
disposal field shall be no less than 400' from mean yearly high water mark. If 
between 1200' and 2500' of intake point of public water system, then disposal field 
shall be no less than 200' from mean yearly high water mark (setback of leachfield 
to surface water mean yearly high water mark if the body of water has a public 
water intake point). 




